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MEFANET: reasons & motivation

To facilitate the cooperation 
among teams from 
different schools. 

Czechs and Slovaks are 
traditionally academic 
partners with similar 

languages.

To support a process in education 
of medical and health care 
disciplines using modern ICT.

To ensure a horizontal 
accessibility of electronic 
teaching and learning tools 

for both teachers and 
students.



How do we share educational resources?

• Central hosted system for all faculties
• 11 standalone instances of the same software 
• Central hosted system for all faculties
• 11 standalone instances of the same software 



E‐publishing system – central gateway



Keeping the MIX appropriate

Czech academic identity federation



How do we evaluate the quality?
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Quality assessment: 
guarantors, reviewers, authors



Quality assessment: 
guarantors, reviewers, authors



CENTRAL GATEWAY + SANDBOX



CENTRAL GATEWAY only



E‐publishing system – focus on quality



When teaching kills learning…..



Simulations in medical education



games.mefanet.cz
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MEFANET portal platform
and its extensions





Attracting the interest of students…



Attracting the interest of students…



Attracting the interest of students…
…& TEACHERS!
Intensive training program
A) Virtual cases authoring in OpenLabyrinth
B) PBL session tutoring
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Attracting the interest of students…
…& TEACHERS!

Intensive training program ‐ feedback
A) Virtual cases authoring in OpenLabyrinth
B) PBL session tutoring

If you learned any new skills which will be useful in your general teaching, what were they?
• „To transfer the responsibility for learning outcomes on the student.“
• „To work with more difficult students.“

What, if anything, did you “take away” from the educational activity?
• „It is possible and still not too hard.“
• „Knowledge about another educational system.“
• „A new approach to students with more space for their learning and expression.“
• „How to get students’ attention and how to give it back to them.”



Promoting the network

http://mj.mefanet.cz



No. of papers per 
type

Vol. 1 nr. 1
JUN 2013

Vol. 1 nr. 2
DEC 2014

Vol. 2 nr. 1
JUN 2014

Vol. 2 nr. 2
DEC 2014

Vol. 3 nr. 1
JUN 2015

Vol. 3 nr. 2
DEC 2015

Vol. 4 nr. 1
JUN 2016

ORIGINAL ARTICLE 4 4 3 5 2 3 5
REVIEW 1 1 1 0 2 0 1
EDITORIAL 2 3 2 2 1 3 2

7 8 6 7 5 6 8



Scope of the journal

Manuscripts are invited which deal with the following topics:

• E‐health and telemedicine
• E‐learning
• Information science
• Innovative teaching methods
• Medical educational informatics and learning analytics
• Modelling and simulation
• Multimedia
• Social media pedagogy
• Evidence‐based medicine in education



Peer Review Process

Each article corresponding to journal’s focus will undergo a review process. The review 
process is double‐blinded; the author does not know the reviewers and vice versa. Each 
article is reviewed by at least by two reviewers nominated by the editorial board.

The Mefanet J accepts following types of articles:

• Reviewed: original article, review
• Not reviewed: comment, editorial, tutorial





MEFANET Journal, ISSN 1805‐9163 (print)
MEFANET Journal, ISSN 1805‐9171 (online)



http://mj.mefanet.cz





Conclusions I: achievements

1. Development, implementation and maintenance of the uniform educational portal at
the participating institutions

2. Wide range of shared digital education material with controlled quality

3. A comprehensive set of virtual patients and other types of virtual scenarios to support 
developmet of critical thinking and clinical reasoning skills in medical students.

4. Initiation of student movements: WikiLectures & Akutne.cz

5. Training delivered to a substantial part of academics:
1. creators of labyrinths, algorithms, virtual cases;
2. developers and analysts of assessment instruments;
3. PBL tutors.

6. Established cooperation with other institutions, projects and businesses
1. at the European level: CROESUS, MEDCIN, WAVES, TAME, ModeHED, etc.
2. worldwide: MedBiquitous



Conclusions II: institutionalization

1. MEFANET is a voluntary network of academics without any institutional identity.

2. We appreciate the support from the deans of medical faculties and from the 
university managements.



Conclusions III: what’s next?

21st CENTURY PEDAGOGY
• learning by doing
• problem solving using real world scenarios
• collaborative environment
• self‐directed learning
• virtual patients
• MOOCs
• assessing students clear and transparent 

objectives & appropriate feedback
• …

ENABLING TECHNOLOGIES
• SBL: authoring & playing toolkits
• collaborative media
• medical simulation modalities
• (data) academic analytics
• curriculum mapping systems
• …

LOBs



Thank you for your attention.

schwarz@iba.muni.cz  |  @SchwarzDaniel |  www.croesus.eu  |  www.mefanet.cz


